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Around the
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‘.g Harling Johnson, nep,hew of twine ball ereator Francis Johnson,
Tj stands next to World's Largest Ball of Twine in Darwin, Minn.

} Town owes its fame
. to blg ball of twine

: ngnmut-lll!ee‘tmund
' The Guinness Book of Records
) would pronounce it the world's

largest ball of string, and the re-
cord would stand for more than
© two decades.
Now there is a bigger ball of
Siring, or maybe two — although
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gins.charamrmﬁeamposiﬁm
Cmammmm
Another world's biggest twine
7. ball is at Cawker City, Kan, The
:‘!’ third and newest ball was siated
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Instead of saying, World's Larg-
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Made By One Man. -
Butﬂut’s[wnn.iggﬂngdehﬂm
i the people of Darwin and to the

| r.ourlmmﬂockmm snme-
times at the rate of 20 a d
marvel at Francis Johnson -]qgn-

Vne twine bait:
® s widely credited with saving
' Darwin from extincti even

~ 'be an affront to his achievement —

In 1958, Johnson says, his uncie's
twine ball got its first big break,
-shadow

”He couldn't hamuu it any
more," Johnson said, “It's almost
eeﬂm:ft that that fwine ball killed
him, He had emphysema so bad.
His lungs were full of little micro-

. though it may have doomed its cre-
ator, who, his nephew says, died
swith his lungs full of tiny particles

twine,
@ Has been to New York City.

hased to be the centerpiece of
Ripley's Believe It or Not muse-
at Branson, Mo,
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's bought, reportedly for more
than $20,000, widely is der

a squashed-down pumpkin of a

made of plastic — as opposed

“real” — string. The competing

" Kansas twine ball at Cawker City is

; helittled as a community project,

rather than the work of one man.

In fact, at one time there was
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But ths town decided quickly
that altering Johnson's work would

m‘!‘exumneballthmmp- ties,

from that sisal (twine).
He didn't W
the last bit of string
to tne baillfmﬂ'gncls Johnson bought
the top sections of a silo and put It
over his accomplishment, Ten
years later he died at the age of 84
= having not only wound the
world's biggest twine ball but also
having acquired an astounding col-
lection of 7,000 wood pencils, 1,700
aprons, and a total of
old irons, toy sewing ma-
chines, ancient tools and other
items,

The twine ball was moved in
1891 Ifrom the edge of Darwin,
where Johnson had lived, into the
town itself. I

It breathed new life into Darwin,

Darwin Twine
Ball Museum
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