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“REALLY WE CREATE NOTHING. WE MERELY PLAGIARIZE NATURE.”

Jean Bairaillon

Something WEIRD is in the air

Weird Al Yankovic
tours SCSU with
scissors in hand

Eric Dietz

MANALING EEHTOR

He has dared 1o be:supid. He
drws his imspiration from Jamie
Farr. He also makes 1t a pomt 10
schedule several minutes a day-to
stare blankly at green Jell-0.

Now, Weird Al Yankovic is
daring to bring his Latest tour,
‘Trunn:r with - Scissors” 1o
SCSU's Ha]mbmk Hall Tuesday
night. The stap at SCSU is
muplry the midway point for the
tour, which_stirted July 19 in
Gireen Bay, Wis. and will end in
Vancouver, Wash, Augusi +,

Al’'s Weird Legacy

For those who haven't seen
VHI's Weird Al specyal which ran
in 1999 or the ALTV special for
MTV which also recently aired,
there are some: Background facts
everyone should know before
atiending the concert Tuesday
night.
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Yankovic said.
them, in moderition af course”
wouing the man from
Calif. (a suburb of Los Angeles)
with the t little  vegetable,
should probably reconsider.
One thing Ysmhwxc isa big fan

of is

His most nes include
Smells like Nirvana™ and “Amish
Paradise;” and receritly “Pretty Fly
far a Rabbi” and “The Saga
Begins,” all of which ure parodies
of pop songs. He said miost armists
consider his parodies almost as a

rite of passage.
a parody is done, it is
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said, “Tt is always meant in pood
fumor, 1 think most artists look at
ftasa hadgenfhmurwhmﬂx:y
get a Weird Al paridy”
Learning to Play Nice

Not all artists are pleased about
their jes. Take Al's “Amish
Paradise” which spoofed Coolin's
“Gangster’s Paradise” (which just
for the record, borrowed heavily
from Stevie Wonder's 1970s hxl
“Lover's Paradise™). The rapper
appirently had mever given his

tecord company permission 1o go:

“I don’t mind
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d Al ic | ) will ) The tour is to promote
versions of popular songs witllb;l:.g-tlme Ys:nlum:‘s alhum is “Running With
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WERD AL YANKOVIC
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“What better way

to say 1 love you than a
trip to the twine ball.”
Weird Al Yankovic
SINGERSONGWRITER
ahmnvmh the smfi bu;dCoohos

e Vi and TV, he tries 1o stay aware of

mmm,m;,"gm“"“‘ the times, and ot just stick with

In the end, Yankovic sent the

] g according
official Weird Al Yankovic Web
site. Yankovic has not heard back
from Coolio since then.
Yankovic. He has a policy ‘of
talking (o the original artist first
and gewting their permussion
hfmwmkmmesuugs

Asloumetbulmedmm'w
is a grey area.” he said. 1 could
pmhabh'getawaywm:mmkmg
permission. It has slways been &
personal - policy uf mmc o get
their blessing anyway.

culture. pn:kmg on cvuxyﬂnng

from our love for food to our
obséssion with  hair to the
Internet and television.

He said in the 19805 his songs
seemed to deal largely with food

the same ideas.
“There for a while a Tot of

people thought T just wrote songs
about foed,” Yankovic said. “Now
Ity to stay away from that as
miuich as possible.

T try not 10 have too. mumy
recurring things if 1 can help i,
Just because 1 like w be doing
something different and ot

the same formulas over
and over” Yankovic continued.
“I'm doing all I can to comment
on our calture without sounding
like a broken recond™

While: Yankowic's songs are
reflections of his views on socicty,
he said that it is more of a “fun-

house mirror” reflections than
anything.

“You put all this pop culture in
my brain,” he said. “And spew it
back oul and see what happens”

e thing that is guaranteed 1o
happen is a lot of “research and
development” for the songs.
Yankovic said it 18 seldom that a
parody pops into his head when he
hears & song, it is mare ofien g
case of pouring over billboard
chats and play lists W come up
with idess.

“Tt is rare when I'll hear a song
on the radio and think of a great
idea,” he said It usually is a long
process, but every once and awhile
T will get one spomtaneously.”

He also spends a preat deal of
time poing’ over the videbs. He
said they  waich  the video
“innumerzhle times” and take
detailed notes regarding  the
video's finer points. He added that
they alsa keep a copy of video on
set during the shooting of the
videos, ‘alomg  with . still
photographs for scene
replications... His videos closely
murrer  the  onginals,  which,
according 1o Yankovic i exacty
hew they want it to be.

“If someone is just flipping the
chaniels,” bie said. “And they say
*Oh s thar Nirvana video™ and all
of a sudden you take them by
surprise and they go. ‘L didnt
know the cheerleaders had armpit
‘Tair, wail & rminute that’s not right.!
That is always part of the joke for
me”

The MN Connection

Al does not only do parodies
however, he also does his own
work, Roughly haif of the songs
on his albums are onginals. Some
of them, such as “Hooked on
Polkas” and “Polka Party” have a
central Minnesota flavor to them.

One in particular, “The

Biggest Ball of Twine in
Minnesota,” s very cental
Minnesotan. Yankovics song
immortalized the world's largest
ball of twine, which is located in
Darwin, about 35 miles southwest
of St. Cloud.

“I've heen o Darwin before
anid made my pilgnmage,” he said.
“I don’t know (if 1 will go back
this time around).” He apparently
was gven a snippet of the ball of
twine as a keensake.

Yankovic, who played at the
State Theatre in Minneapolis
Sunday. and has Valentine’s Day
off, said he does not have any
plans for the romantic holiday vet,
but some ideas have popped info
his head.

*“1 have no plans nght now,” he

said. “Bui I do have a day off,
Valemmc s Day | guess. What
better way to say I love you than a
trip io-the twine ball™




